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Introduction to “The Quick List ”

The earliest version of “The Quick List” appeare&gry 25 years ago when
the Senate Local Government Committee’s staffetigdtting down statutory
citations to answer questions from other staffletsyyists, and constituents.

“Where do | look in state law to find the BrownZavas a common
guestion. Or,What's the cite for the redevelopment Idw2nd the never-ending
string of questions about LAFCOs. The Committestesf quickly tired of looking
up the same answers, so they wrote them down. “Amel Quick List” was born.

Over the years, “The Quick List” has improved beseaaf the hard work by
a succession of wonderful Senate Fellows, includiagdace Carpenter (2000-01)
and Christina Wong (2005-06).

Helen Ho is the Committee’s 2008-09 Senate Fellgvarking from the
2006 version, Helen checked every citation, coegqast mistakes, and added
valuable new items. Every time you use the Seéahtion of “The Quick List,”
be sure to thank Helen for her excellent work.

The Quick List (Second Edition) --- February 2009



Table of Contents

Page
The Quick List 1
Retrieving Official Documents 23
Useful Websites 25
Acronyms:
ALG Assembly Local Government Committee
CDIAC California Debt and Investment Advisory Conssibn
CNPA California Newspaper Publishers Association
OPR Office of Planning and Research
SLG Senate Local Government Committee

Copying notice This document is in the public domain. It ig nopyrighted.
Anyone can copy “The Quick List” without furthermp@ssion. However, we
would appreciate a note that credits the sour@ée ‘Quick List” also appears on
the Senate Local Government Committee’s webgiten.sen.ca.gov/locgov

The Quick List (Second Edition) --- February 2009



The Quick List: An Annotated Glossary of Local Govenment Statutes

1911 Act (Improvement Act of 1911)
Streets & Highways Code 85000, et seq.
One of the traditional benefit assessment lawsghgtfor public works with assessment bonds.

1913 Act (Municipal Improvement Act of 1913)
Streets & Highways Code 810000, et seq.
One of the traditional benefit assessment lawsghgtfor public works with assessment bonds.

1915 Act (Improvement Bond Act of 1915)
Streets & Highways Code 88500, et seq.
One of the traditional benefit assessment lawsghgtfor public works with assessment bonds.

1972 Act (Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972)
Streets & Highways Code 822500, et seq.
Local governments levy benefit assessments togayublic works and public services.

1982 Act (Benefit Assessment Act of 1982)
Government Code 854703, et seq.
Local governments levy benefit assessments togayublic works and public services.

AB 8 (property tax allocation)

Revenue & Taxation Code 895, et seq.

The state law that allocates property tax revetuéscal governments and schools.
(ResourceDemystifying the California Property Tax Apportroent SystemSanta Clara
County, available atvww.californiacityfinance.com

(ResourceProperty Tax AllocationSLG Committee, 1999)

AB 32 (Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006)

Health & Safety Code 838500, et seq.

Commits the State by 2020 to reduce its greenhgas@missions to 1990 levels.
Authorizes the Air Resources Board to reduce emmssi

AB 1234 (compensation and ethics training of localfficials)
» Compensation: Government Code 853232, et seq.
» Ethics training: Government Code 853234, et seq.
Rules governing compensation of local officials.
Compensated local officials must take biennialastiiaining courses.
(ResourceFree online ethics trainingtitp://localethics.fppc.ca.gyv

AB 1600 (developer fees)

Government Code 866000, et seq.

Counties and cities can charge developer impastttepay for public works.
(ResourceExactions and Impact Fees in Califorrslano Press Books)
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Administrative Procedures Act (APA)
Government Code 811340, et seq.
The procedures for state departments to adoptadeiinistrative regulations.

Advisory elections
Elections Code §9603
Local officials can put non-binding questions oodbballots.

Agricultural conservation easements

Public Resources Code 810260, et seq.

Landowners and local officials can voluntarily restland to agricultural uses.
(Also see’conservation easements” and “open space easéeinents

Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act
Public Resources Code 82621, et seq.
Local officials must adopt earthquake fault zonibgsed on state maps.

ALUC (Airport Land Use Commission)

Public Utilities Code 821670, et seq.

Every county with a public use airport has an ALth@t must adopt binding land use plans.
(ResourceThe Airport Land Use Planning Handbgdkaltrans Division of Aeronautics,
www.dot.ca.gov/hg/planning/aerongut/

Anti-NIMBY law (development approvals)
Government Code 865589.5
Cities and counties must approve certain housingldpments, even if neighbors object.

Appropriations limit (Gann limit, Proposition 4)

California Constitution Article Xl B

Government Code 87900, et seq.

Public agencies can’'t spend more than they speheiprior year, with adjustments.

Area planning commissions
Government Code 865101
Two or more local governments can form joint plamgncommissions.

Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act

Government Code 811120, et seq.

The open meeting law for state agencies, similénédBrown Act.

(ResourceA Handy Guide to the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Attorney General,
http://caaq.state.ca.us/publications/index.htm#opmesting$

Bankruptcy
Government Code 853760
Local governments can use the federal bankruptey la
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BCDC (San Francisco Bay Conservation and Developme@ommission)
Government Code 866600, et seq.
The state commission that plans and regulatesuaedinder and around the San Francisco Bay.

Benefit Assessment Act of 1982 (1982 Act)
Government Code 854703, et seq.
Local governments levy benefit assessments tograyublic works and public services.

Benefit assessments (special assessments)

Involuntary charges on property owners to pay idslic works that directly benefit property.
(ResourceAssessing the Benefits of Benefit AssessmeBitss Committee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

(Also see1911 Act,” “1913 Act,” “1915 Act,” “1972 Act,” “B82 Act,” and “Proposition 218")

“Blight” defined

Health & Safety Code 833030, 833031, & 833320.1
Physical and economic conditions of blight in urizad areas.
(Also see“redevelopment”)

Bond oversight
Government Code 853410, et seq.
Local officials must issue annual reports on hoaytipend bond funds.

Bonds
Most local bonds require voter approval or propeityers’ approval.

General obligation bonds for cities, counties,p&dal districts need 2/3-voter approval.
California Constitution Article XVI, 818 (a)

General obligation bonds for school districts ie®65% voter approval.
California Constitution Article XVI, §18 (b)

Revenue bonds require majority-voter approval.
Government Code 854386

Assessment bonds require property owners’ appiovalveighted ballot election.
California Constitution Article XllI D, 84
Government Code 853753

Booking fees
Government Code §29550
Counties can charge cities fees to recover thaitsaaf booking people into county jails.

Borrowing, temporary
Government Code 853820, et seq., 853840, et S&8859, et seq., & §53859, et seq.
Local governments can use “dry period loans” tadermoney against future revenues.
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Bradley-Burns Uniform Local Sales and Use Tax Lawgales tax)
Revenue and Taxation Code 87200, et seq.
Counties and cities levy sales taxes for genenglgaes.

Brown Act

Government Code 854950, et seq.

Open meeting law for local governments, similath® Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Law.
(ResourceThe Brown Act: Open Meetings for Local LegislatBedies Attorney General,
http://caag.state.ca.us/publications/index.htm#ometing$

(ResourceOpen & Public IV League of California Cities,
www.cacities.org/resource_files/26038.7456_OP_Iduced.pdf

California Roster (Roster of public officials)

Government Code §12240

The Secretary of State keeps rosters of statecaadl public officials.
(ResourceCalifornia RosterSecretary of Stateyww.sos.ca.gov/admin/ca-roster.htm
(Also see’Roster of public agencies”)

CDIAC (California Debt and Investment Advisory Commission)
Government Code 88855, et seq.
The State Treasurer’s panel that monitors locabguwents’ bonds and debt.

CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act)

Public Resources Code 821000, et seq.

Public agencies must consider the environmentattffof development projects.
(ResourceGuide to CEQASolano Press Books)
(ResourceNaturalResources Agency’'s CEQA websiltetp://ceres.ca.gov/cepja

CEQA Guidelines

14 Cal. Code Reg. 815000, et seq.

The state regulations that interpret CEQA.
(ResourceGuide to CEQASolano Press Books)

Cities have the same taxing powers as charter cise
Government Code 837100.5
Any city can levy any tax that any charter city ¢awy, with voter approval.

City charters

California Constitution Article XI, 83 & 85

Government Code 834400, et seq. & §34450, et seq.

Cities can adopt local charters, giving them cdraver their municipal affairs.
(ResourceTailor-Made GovernmensSLG Committee, 1998)

City council districts
Government Code 834870, et seq.
Voters can elect city council members “by distfias“from districts.”
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City council salaries
Government Code 836516
City council members’ salaries are based on thgsqgiopulation.

City council vacancies
Government Code 81770 & 836513
Vacancies on a city council are filled by appointiner election.

City manager form of government (council-manager fan of government)
Government Code 834851, et seq.
City ordinances can adopt the city manager formgosernment.

City name changes
Government Code 834502
Cities can change their names by ordinance.

City ordinances
Government Code 836900, et seq.
Procedures for adopting city ordinances and pessaltir violations.

City property
Government Code 837350, et seq.
Cities can buy, lease, develop, and sell property.

City selection committee
Government Code 850270, et seq.
A committee of mayors in each county that appatitisofficials to other boards.

Coastal Act
Public Resources Code 830000, et seq.
State law requires special planning and permitsiéwelopment in the coastal zone.

COGs (Councils of Governments)
Government Code 86500, et seq. & 865582 (b)
Joint powers agencies between counties and ditsgptepare regional plans.

Community facilities districts (Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act)
Government Code 853311, et seq.
Local agencies can levy special taxes to pay fotipworks and some public services.

Community Redevelopment Law

Health & Safety Code 833000, et seq.

Redevelopment agencies use tax increment revendesnainent domain in blighted areas.
(Also seeredevelopment”)
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Compensation of local officials

* Charter cities: California Constitution Article X85 (b)

* General law cities: Government Code 836516, et seq.

» Charter counties: California Constitution Article, 84

» General law counties: California Constitution AliXI, 81 (b)

» Special districts: varies by principal act.

» Benefits: Government Code 853200, et seq.

» Compensation allowed and limited (AB 1234): GoveentnCode 853232, et seq.

» Ethics training (AB 1234): Government Code §53284%eq.
(ResourceDerequlating Local Officials’ CompensatidBLG Committee, 1987)

Conflict of interest

Government Code 81090, et seq. & 887100, et seq.

2 Cal. Code of Reg. §18700

Public officials can’t participate in decisionsvimich they have financial interests.
(ResourceConflict of InterestAttorney General,
http://caag.state.ca.us/publications/index.htm#ainf

(Resourcekthics Law Reference for Local Officialmstitute for Local Government,
www.cacities.org/resource_files/25287.ELR2007) pdf

Conservation easements

Civil Code 8815, et seq.

Landowners grant easements to preserve open-spdgeahibit development.
(Also seeagriculture conservation easements” and “operesgasements”)

Contract cities (Gonsalves Act)
Government Code 851350
Cities can contract with the county for municipahaces.

Contracts and bidding

» Cities: Public Contract Code 820160, et seq.

» Counties: Public Contract Code 820120, et seq. @18R, et seq.

» Districts: Seethe chart at Public Contract Code §20100, et seq.
State law spells out bidding and contract procesltoecities, counties, and special districts.
(ResourceSummary of California State LawSonstruction Industry Research Board)

COPS (Citizens’ Option for Public Safety)
Government Code 830061, et seq.
State funding for local public safety programs.
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Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganizabn Act (LAFCO)

Government Code 856000, et seq.

State law governing city and special district bcannes; also creates a LAFCO in every county.
(ResourceGuide to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Aat. G Committee,
www.assembly.ca.gov/acs/newcomframeset.asp?conemitie

(Resourceit’'s Time to Draw the Line: A Citizen’s Guide taAECOs SLG Committee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

(ResourceAnnexation and Boundary Issues,” Detwiler in Se&rManaster)

Council-manager form of government (city manager fom of government)
Government Code 834851, et seq.
City ordinances can adopt the city manager formgosernment.

Councils of governments (COGSs)
Government Code 86500, et seq.
Joint powers agencies between counties and ditsggptepare regional plans.

County boundary changes
* Minor: Government Code 823200, et seq.
* Major: Government Code 823230, et seq.
How counties can change their boundaries.

County Budget Act
Government Code §29000, et seq.
How counties prepare and adopt their annual budgets

County charters

California Constitution Article XI, 84

Government Code 823700, et seq.

Counties can adopt and revise charters, giving tivaited local autonomy.
(ResourceTailor-Made GovernmensLG Committee, 1998)

County classes, counties classified by size
Government Code §28020, et seq.
State law sorts counties into 58 classes baseldedngopulations.

County fees deregulated
Government Code 854985
County supervisors can set and change fees foitgservices.

County formation

Government Code 823300, et seq.
Procedures for forming new counties.
(ResourceSuburban Secessio8LG Committee)
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County officers, named & classified
Government Code 824000, et seq. & 824300, et seq.
State law spells out the names and duties of caaffiters.

County ordinances
Government Code §25120, et seq.
Procedures for adopting county ordinances and pesdbr violations.

County property development
Government Code 825515, et seq.
Counties can acquire, sell, lease, and developtgavmed property.

Davis-Stirling Common Interest Development Act
Civil Code 81350, et seq.
State law that governs common interest developn{Bpteeowners’ associations).

Design-build contracts
« Cities: Public Contract Code §20175.2
* Counties: Public Contract Code 820133
* Redevelopment agencies: Public Contract Code §26688
» Orange County Sanitation District: Public Contr@ode 820785
e Santa Clara Valley Water District: Public Contr&cide §21162
» Sonoma Valley Health Care District: Health & Saf€gyde §32132.5
A single company both designs and constructs a@uiarks project.
Cities, counties, redevelopment agencies, and @apstricts can use design-build contracts.

Development agreements
Government Code 865864, et seq.
Counties and cities can sign long-term agreemeitkshwilders to develop property.

Development approvals (Anti-NIMBY law)
Government Code 865589.5
Cities and counties must approve certain housingldpments, even if neighbors object.

Density bonuses
Government Code 865915, et seq.
Financial incentives to developers that build affdyle housing.

Developer fees (AB 1600)

Government Code 866000, et seq.

Counties and cities can charge developer impastttepay for public works.
(ResourceExactions and Impact Fees in Califorrfsalano Press Books)

Developer fees after disasters
Government Code 866011
Reconstruction after a natural disaster is exengpt impact fees.
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Documentary real estate transfer tax (property trarsfer tax)
California Constitution Article Xl A, 84 (limit)
Government Code 853725 (limit)

Revenue & Taxation Code 811901, et seq.

Counties and cities levy this tax on the sale af peoperty.

Eminent domain

California Constitution Article I, 819

Code of Civil Procedure §1230.010, et seq.

Public entities can take private property for pabise, with just compensation and due process.
(Resource: Kel@& California, SLG Committeewww.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

Enterprise districts (property tax policy)
Government Code §16270
State policy says special districts should chasgs tees.

ERAF (Educational Revenue Augmentation Fund)
Revenue & Taxation Code §897.2, et seq.
Shifts property tax revenues from local governmémtschools.

Ethics training (AB 1234)

Government Code 853234, et seq.

Elected and key appointed local officials must talanial ethics training courses.
(Resourcefree online ethics trainingttp://localethics.fppc.ca.gyv

Expense claims (AB 1234)
Government Code 853232, et seq.
Rules governing reimbursement of local officialspense claims.

Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC)
Government Code 881000, et seq. & 883100, et seq.
The state commission that administers the Polifetbrm Act.

Farmland conservancy program (CFCP)

Public Resources Code 810200, et seq.

Easements that preserve agricultural land by prigodevelopment.
(ResourceDivision of Land Resource Protectiomyvw.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/cfop/

Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program

Government Code 851283 (d)(1) & 865570

Public Resources Code §612

The State Department of Conservation maps farmtangersions.

(ResourceDivision of Land Resource Protectiomvw.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/fmmp/
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Farmland security zones

Government Code 851296, et seq.

Landowners contract with counties to preserve fanal(part of the Williamson Act).
(ResourceDivision of Land Resource Protection,
www.conservation.ca.gov/dirp/lca/farmland_secudtynesy

Fees can't exceed costs

Government Code 850076 & 866016, et seq.

Local fees can’t exceed the reasonable cost ofigiraythe service.
(Resource’Comparing Local Taxes, Assessments, and Fee<z' Sammittee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/references htp

Fire suppression assessments
Government Code 850078, et seq.
Local agencies can levy assessments for fire sapiore services.

Force account limits
The amounts over which local governments must usatp labor instead of public employees.
(ResourceSummary of California State LawSonstruction Industry Research Board)

Gann limit (appropriations limit, Proposition 4)

California Constitution Article XIII B

Government Code 87900, et seq.

Public agencies can’t spend more than they speheiprior year, with adjustments.

General law cities
Government Code 836501, et seq.
Most cities rely on state laws to spell out theivgrnance structure and duties.

General plan

Government Code 865300, et seq.

Every county and city must adopt a general plahdghales their land use decisions.
(ResourceGeneral Plan Guideline®PR,www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=planning/gpg.html
(ResourceCurtin’s California Land Use and Planning La3olano Press Books)

General Plan Guidelines

Government Code 865040.2

OPR'’s advisory guidelines on how to prepare gergeas.

(ResourceGeneral Plan Guideline®PR,www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=planning/gpg.html

General taxes

California Constitution Article XIII C, 82

Government Code 853720, et seq.

General tax revenues are used for general purp@aeseral taxes need majority-voter approval.
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Geologic Hazard Abatement Districts (GHADS)
Public Resources Code 826500, et seq.
Districts that finance the prevention, mitigatiabatement, or control of geologic hazards.

Gift of public funds prohibited
California Constitution Article XVI, 86
Public officials can’t give away or loan public meyn

Gonsalves Act (contract cities)
Government Code 851350
Cities can contract with the county for municipahaces.

Granny flats (second units)
Government Code 865852.1, et seq.
Counties and cities must approve additional dwegllinits that meet certain conditions.

Home rule powers
California Constitution Article XI, 85
Charter cities can control their own municipal affa

Housing element
Government Code 865580, et seq.
Part of a general plan that spells out housing, dmtals, and implementation programs.

Incompatibility of office doctrine
Government Code 81099 & 81126, et seq.
Local officials can’'t engage in employment and\atiis that conflict with their duties.

Independent special districts, defined
Government Code 856044
A special district with elected or appointed gowvegboard members.

Infrastructure Bank (I-Bank, Infrastructure and Eco nomic Development Bank)
Government Code 863000, et seq.
State agency that gives grants and loans for puldi&s projects.

Infrastructure finance

State law provides several ways for local governmenpay for public works.
(Resource:California Debt Issuance PrimeéZDIAC,
www.treasurer.ca.gov/cdiac/publications/debtrelztsgl

(Resource:“Debt Chart,” SLG Committeeyww.sen.ca.gov/locgov/referenceshtp

Infrastructure Financing Districts (IFDs)

Government Code 853395, et seq.

IFDs can use property tax increment revenues tdqrgyublic works in nonblighted areas.
(Resource!IFD information sheet,” SLG Committeeww.sen.ca.gov/locgov/referenceshtp
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Initiative, Referendum & Recall

» Cities: Elections Code 89200, et seq., 8923%e@t, & §11000, et seq.

» Counties: Elections Code 89100, et seq., §914&kat & §11000, et seq.

» Special districts: Elections Code §9300, et €940, et seq., & 811000, et seq.
Procedures for local initiatives, referenda, aralis.

Integrated financing districts
Government Code 853175, et seq.
The initial developer builds the public works aretgyrepaid by later builders.

Interest rate limit on local bonds
Government Code 853530, et seq.
State law limits the interest rates on local bonds.

Investment of surplus funds

California Constitution Article XI, 811

Government Code 853601, et seq. & 853635

State law limits how local officials invest theambporarily idle funds.

JPA (joint powers agency, joint powers agreement)

Government Code 86500, et seq.

Public agencies can enter into agreements to yoaxiércise any common power.
(ResourceGovernments Working Togethe3L.G Committee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

LAFCO (Local Agency Formation Commission)

Government Code 856000, et seq.

Commission in each county that regulates the baugwlaf cities and special districts.
(ResourceGuide to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Aat. G Committee,
www.assembly.ca.gov/acs/newcomframeset.asp?conemitie

(Resourcelt’s Time to Draw the Line: A Citizen’s Guide teAFCOs SLG Committee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

(Resource’Annexation and Boundary Issues,” Detwiler in Se#rManaster)

Landscaping & Lighting Act of 1972 (1972 Act)
Streets & Highways Code 822500, et seq.
Local officials can charge benefit assessmentayoigr public works and public services.

Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF)
Government Code 816429.1, et seq.
Local governments can invest their temporarily fdieds with the State Treasurer.

Mailed ballot elections
Elections Code 84000
Local elections can be conducted by mail.
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Marks-Roos Local Bond Pooling Act of 1985
Government Code 86584, et seq.
Local officials can pool their bonds to lower thewerhead costs.

Maxims of jurisprudence
Civil Code 835009, et seq.
Overarching principles that guide the legal system.

Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act (community faclities districts)
Government Code 853311, et seq.
Local agencies can levy special taxes to pay fotipworks and some public services.

Meyers-Milias-Brown Act
Government Code 83500, et seq.
Governs employer-employee relations for countiges; and special districts.

Mills Act (historic preservation)

Government Code 850280, et seq.

Revenue & Taxation Code 8439, et seq.

Property owners can contract to preserve theiohesproperties and get lower property tax bills.

Multifamily Improvement District Law

Streets & Highways Code 836700, et seq.

Property and business assessments that benefitfemlty neighborhoods.

(Also see“Parking and Business Improvement Area Law of'%hd “Property and Business
Improvement District Law of 1994”)

Municipal advisory council (MAC)
Government Code 831010
County supervisors can create an advisory coumcépresent an unincorporated area.

Natural Hazard Disclosure Statement

Civil Code 81103.2

Seller must notify prospective buyer if propertyrnisa natural hazard area.
(Resource“Show and Tell: The New ‘Natural Hazard Disclos@tatement,” Detwiler in
Matthew Bender & Co., Inchttp://ceres.ca.gov/planning/nhd/background.html

Naylor Act (surplus school sites)
Education Code 817485, et seq.
Governs the sale of surplus school property.

New counties (county formation)

Government Code 823300, et seq.
Procedures for forming new counties.
(ResourceSuburban Secessio8LG Committee)
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On-site wastewater disposal zones
Health and Safety Code 86950, et seq.
Local agencies authorized to run sewage systemBoanon-site wastewater disposal zones.

Open space easements

Government Code 851070, et seq.

Land owners can grant easements to protect opee sa prohibit development.
(Also seeragriculture conservation easements” and “congemaasements”)

Office of Planning and Research (OPR)

Government Code 865025, et seq.

Part of the Office of the Governor that works ondaise planning and environmental quality.
(ResourceOffice of Planning and Research’s websitejw.opr.ca.goy

Ordinances

» Cities: Government Code 836900, et seq.

» Counties: Government Code 825120, et seq.
Procedures for counties and cities to adopt laoas!

Parcel taxes

Government Code 850075, et seq.

Local governments can levy special taxes with 2ievapproval.
(Also se: “special taxes”)

Parking and Business Improvement Area Law of 1989

Streets & Highways Code 836500, et seq.

Business assessments that pay for improvementaaivdies in business districts.

(Also see“Multifamily Improvement District Law” and “Propty and Business Improvement
District Law of 1994")

Permit Streamlining Act
Government Code 865920, et seq.
Public agencies must meet statutory deadlinesdoistbns on development projects.

Planning, Zoning, and Development Law

Government Code 865000, et seq.

Counties and cities set up planning agencies, agenral plans, and make land use decisions.
(ResourceCurtin’s California Land Use and Planning La3olano Press Books)
(ResourcePlanning, Zoning & Development Lapw®PR,
www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=planning/publicationslfpubs-F

Police powers

California Constitution Article XI, 87

Government’s power to regulate private behaviompigslic purposes.

Cities and counties can enforce local ordinancasdbn’t conflict with general laws.
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Political Reform Act of 1974
Government Code 881000, et seq.
Prohibits public officials from having economic dlacts of interest.

Prezoning
Government Code 865859
Cities can zone unincorporated territory beforeesation.

Property and Business Improvement District Law of 894

Streets & Highways Code 836600, et seq.

Property and business assessments that pay foowerpents and activities in business districts.
(Also see“Multifamily Improvement District Law” and “Parkig and Business Improvement
Area Law of 1989”)

Property-related fees

California Constitution Article XIII D, 86

Government Code 853755

Procedures and requirements for new or increassddie property-related public services.
(Resource*Comparing Local Taxes, Assessments, and Fee<z' Sammittee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/references htp

Property tax allocation (AB 8)

Revenue & Taxation Code 895, et seq.

Allocation of property tax revenues to local govaents and schools.
(ResourceDemystifying the California Property Tax Apportroent SystemSanta Clara
County, available atvww.californiacityfinance.com

(ResourceProperty Tax AllocationSLG Committee, 1999)

Property transfer tax (documentary real estate trarsfer tax)
California Constitution Article Xl A, 84 (limit)
Government Code 853725 (limit)

Revenue & Taxation Code 811901, et seq.

Counties and cities levy this tax on the sale af peoperty.

Proposition 1A (2004)
California Constitution Article XI, 815, Article Xl, 825.5, & Article XIII B, 86
Protects local governments’ financing from theesgagvernment.

Proposition 4 (1979) (appropriations limit, Gann Imit)

California Constitution Article XIII B

Government Code 87900, et seq.

Public agencies can’t spend more than they speheiprior year, with adjustments.

Proposition 13 (1978)
California Constitution Article Xl A
Limits property tax rate to 1%, limits reassessmgr@quires voter approval for special taxes.
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Proposition 59 (2004)
California Constitution Article I, 83
Protects public access to government meetingseoutds.

Proposition 62 (1986)
Government Code 853720, et seq.
Requires voter approval for local special taxesrandt local general taxes.

Proposition 172 (1993)

California Constitution Article XllI, 835
Government Code 830051, et seq.

Dedicates ¥2¢ state sales tax for local public gafet

Proposition 218 (1996)

California Constitution Articles XIIl C & XIII D

Government Code 853750, et seq.

Requires voter or property owner approval for ldeaks, assessments, and fees.

Publication requirements
Government Code 86000, et seq.
Laws governing the publication of public notices.

Public Records Act

Government Code 86250, et seq.

Requires public access to public records, withtkghiexceptions.

(ResourceFirst Amendment Pocket Guideww.thefirstamendment.org/publicrecordsact)pdf
(ResourceThe People’s Busineskeague of California Citiesyww.cacities.org/pra
(ResourceSummary of the CaliforniBublic Records ActAttorney General,
http://caaq.state.ca.us/publications/index.htm#prdstord3

Quimby Act
Government Code 866477
Cities and counties can require subdividers toadiland for parks.

Record retention and destruction

» Cities: Government Code 834090, et seq.

» Counties: Government Code 826201, et seq.

» Special districts: Government Code 860200, et seq.
Rules for retaining and destroying local governnmaoduments.
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Redevelopment (Community Redevelopment Law)

California Constitution Article XVI, 816

Health & Safety Code 833000, et seq.

Redevelopment agencies use tax increment revendesnainent domain in blighted areas.

Affordable housing (20% set-aside)
Health & Safety Code §33334.2
Agencies must put money into a Low and Moderaternme Housing Fund.

“Blight” defined
Health & Safety Code 833030, 833031, & §33320.1
Physical and economic conditions of blight in unilzad areas.

Military base conversion redevelopment
Health & Safety Code 833492, et seq.
Accelerates the conversion of former military sa®ecivilian uses.

Natural disasters
Health & Safety Code 834000, et seq.
Accelerated redevelopment after natural disasters.

Polanco Act
Health & Safety Code 833459, et seq.
Redevelopment agencies can clean up propertiesha#ardous substances.

Reporting requirements

Health & Safety Code 833080, et seq.

Redevelopment agencies must provide annual aawlitseports.
(Resource‘Redevelopment Agency Reporting Requirements,” Sldgnmittee)

State lawsuits (Department of Finance and AttoiGeyeral)
Health & Safety Code §33501 (c)
Finance and the Attorney General can sue to aiggleedevelopment plans.

Relocation benefits
Government Code 87260, et seq.
Public agencies must pay relocation benefits tpldted property owners and tenants.

Relocation subsidies banned

Government Code 853084

Health and Safety Code §33426.7

Local officials can’t subsidize relocation of bigxbstores or auto malls in the same market area.

Revenue Bond Law of 1941
Government Code 854300, et seq.
Local governments can issue revenue bonds withrihajmter approval.
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RHNA (regional housing needs assessment)
Government Code 865584, et seq.
COGs allocate future housing needs.

Right-to-farm ordinance
Civil Code 83482.5
Agricultural activity isn’t a nuisance and can’t dleated as a nuisance.

Roster of public agencies
Government Code 853051
The Secretary of State and county clerks keepnosfeublic agencies.

Roster of public officials (California Roster)

Government Code 812240

The Secretary of State keeps rosters of statecaadl public officials.
(ResourceCalifornia RosterSecretary of Stateyww.sos.ca.gov/admin/ca-roster.htm

SAFE Act (State Assistance for Fire Equipment Act)
Government Code 88589.8, et seq.
Office of Emergency Services finances firefighteguipment for local agencies.

Sales tax (Bradley-Burns Uniform Local Sales and WsTax Law)
Revenue and Taxation Code 87200, et seq.
Counties and cities levy sales taxes for genenglgses.

Sales tax sharing

California Constitution Article XIII, 829

Government Code 855700, et seq.

Cities and counties can enter into sales tax re¥sharing agreements.

SB 375 (sustainable communities strategy)

Government Code 865080 (b)(2)

Each metropolitan planning organization adoptsséasmiable communities strategy that aligns
planning for housing, land use, transportation, gregnhouse gas emissions.

Seismic Hazards Mapping Act
Public Resources Code 82690, et seq.
Department of Conservation maps known seismic kiazar

School developer fees

Education Code 817620

Government Code §65995

School districts can levy developer fees to paynaw schools.
(ResourceExactions and Impact Fees in Califorrslano Press Books)
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SLONSs (Securitized Limited Obligation Notes)
Government Code 853835, et seq.
Special districts can issue SLONs to borrow morgayrest their existing revenues.

Special assessments (benefit assessments)

Involuntary charges on property owners to pay dslic works that directly benefit property.
(ResourceAssessing The Benefits of Benefit Assessmentsof8EEditior), SLG Committee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

(Also seeProposition 218, 1911 Act, 1913 Act, 1915 Act72%ct, 1982 Act)

Special districts’ audits
Government Code §26909
Special districts must have regular, independeditsu

Special districts, defined

Government Code 816271 (d) & 850077 (d)

Revenue & Taxation Code 8§95 (m)

A local government that provides limited servicad &acilities to a defined geographic area.
(Resource:What's So Special About Special District§2.G Committee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

Special districts (independent), defined
Government Code 856044
A special district with elected or appointed gowegboard members.

Special districts’ principal acts

State laws that govern each type of special distric

For example:Community Services District Law is Government C&64000, et seq.
(ResourceAppendix A, Special Districts Annual Repo8tate Controller’s Office,
WWW.Sco.ca.gov/pubs/#locgoviep

Special legislation prohibited
California Constitution Article IV, 816
Special legislation is unconstitutional if a gemdawv can apply.

Special tax oversight (SB 535, 2001)
Government Code 850075.1, 850075.3, & 850075.5
Local officials must issue annual reports on hoaythpend special tax revenues.

Special taxes

California Constitution Articles XIII A, 84 and XIIC, 82

Government Code 850075 et seq., 853722, et se863Q70, et seq.

Special tax revenues are restricted to special USpecial taxes require 2/3-voter approval.
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Specific plans
Government Code 865450, et seq.
Implementation program carrying out the generah jphapart of a county or city.

Standby charges (Uniform Standby Charge ProcedureAct)

California Constitution Article XllII D, 86 (b)(4)

Government Code 854984, et seq.

Local agencies can charge unimproved propertiesemer and water facilities.

State mandated local programs (SB 90)

California Constitution Article Xlll B, 86

Government Code 817500, et seq.

State government must pay for the local costs of state-mandated local programs.

Subdivision Map Act

Government Code 866410, et seq.

State law regulates the subdivision of land wititaéve maps and parcel maps.
(ResourceSubdivision Map Act ManuaBolano Press Books)

Subdivided Lands Act
Business & Professions Code 811000, et seq.
Land can be divided into five or more parcels fleslease, or finance.

Surplus property (state agencies)
Government Code §11011.1
State departments must offer surplus real profertycal agencies.

Surplus property (local agencies)
Government Code 850568, et seq. & 854220, et seq.
Procedures for local officials to dispose of susghuoperty.

Tax

Involuntary charge against an individual, landowmehusiness without regard for benefit.
(Resource’Comparing Local Taxes, Assessments, and Fee<z' Sammittee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/references htp

(ResourceRevenues and Responsibiliti€d G Committee,
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov/publications.htp

(Also seergeneral taxes” and “special taxes”)

Teeter plans
Revenue & Taxation Code 84701, et seq.
An alternative method of allocating delinquent pdp tax revenues.

Temporary borrowing
Government Code 853820, et seq., 853840, et S&8859, et seq., & §53859, et seq.
Local governments use “dry period loans” to bormaney against future revenues.
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Term limits

» Cities: Government Code 836502 (b)

» Counties: Government Code 825000 (b)

» Special districts: Government Code 853077
Cities, counties, and special districts may impese limits.

Timberland Productivity Act
Government Code 851100, et seq.
Preferential property tax assessment of timberla®ichilar to the Williamson Act.

Tribal consultation

Government Code Section §65352.3

Cities and counties must consult with tribes betatepting or amending general plans.
(ResourceSB 18 Tribal Consultation GuidelinegSPR,
www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=programs/tribal.html

UDEL (Uniform District Election Law)
Election Code §10500, et seq.
Procedures for holding local government elections.

Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act
Public Contract Code §22000, et seq.
Local agencies follow uniform accounting standadd bidding procedures for public projects.

Urgency clause
California Constitution Article 1V, 88 (d)
Urgency bills protect the public peace, healthsafety and require 2/3-vote in each house.

Validation suits
Code of Civil Procedure 8860, et seq.
Lawsuits that ask a court to validate bonds, boriaeglaor other decisions.

VLF (Vehicle License Fees)

California Constitution Article XI, 815

Revenue & Taxation Code §11005

A state excise tax on motor vehicles in lieu ofalogroperty taxes.

Volunteer fire companies
Health and Safety Code 814825, et seq.
Unincorporated towns can organize fire companies.
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Williamson Act

» Contracts: Government Code 851200, et seq.

* Subventions: Government Code 816140, et seq.

* Reassessments: Revenue & Taxation Code 8421, .et seq
Landowners can contract with counties to consdree farmland and open space.
Landowners get lower property tax bills.
Counties get state subventions to make up forasieproperty tax revenues.
(ResourceDivision of Land Resource Protection,
www.conservation.ca.gov/dirp/lca/Pages/Index.aspx

Zoning
Government Code 865800, et seq.
County and city zoning ordinances set land usedstals and restrict land uses.
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Retrieving Official Documents

California Statutes

. Go to the home page for the Legislative Counselw.leginfo.ca.gov

. Click on the button labelled “CALIFORNIA LAW.”

. In the next screen, find the Code that you wasetarch. For example, if you want to read
Government Code 865302 (the contents of generakplaheck the box for “Government
Code” then click on the “Search” button near thédoa of the page.

. In the next screen, you'll see section numbersliglted in blue. Scroll down and click on
“65300-65303.4.”

. In the next screen, you'll see a series of codamsex Scroll down to “65302.”

Attorney General’s Legal Opinions

. Go to the home page for the California Attorney &ah http://caag.state.ca.us

. On the left side of the page, scroll down to “LEGAPINIONS” and click on “Opinions of
the Attorney General.”

. In the next screen, scroll down and click on “Opirts Search.”

. In the next screen, fill in the field. For exampfeyou want to see the AG’s opinions since
1986 that contain the word “LAFCO,” type “LAFCO” arlick on the button “Search.”

. In the next screen, following this example, youda20 citations to choose from. Click on
the opinion you want to read.

Administrative Requlations

. Go to the home page for the Office of Administrathaw: http://ccr.oal.ca.gov

. If you know the title and Code section numbershefitegulation you want to read, click on
“Search for a Specific Regulatory Section,” othemyiproceed to step 3.

. If you don’t know the title and/or Code section rhers, click on “List of CCR Titles.”

. In the next screen, click on the Title that condatime topic you want to read. For example,
for the CEQA Regulations, click on “TITLE 14. NATUWR RESOURCES.”
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. In the next screen, continue clicking on the “4dns to expand the divisions, chapters, and
articles until you find the Code section you wantéad. Following our CEQA Regulations
example, expand “DIVISION 6. RESOURCES AGENCY” d@HAPTER 3.

GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT.” This will bring you to the articlesalated to CEQA regulations.

California Court Decisions

. Go to the home page for the California court systemw.courtinfo.ca.gov

. In the upper left-hand corner of the screen, alioKopinions.”

. In the next screen, near the upper left-hand coofiek on the box that says “Searchable
Opinions 1850 — Present.”

. In the next screen, near the bottom of the pagek ch the button “Continue.”

. In the next screen (now you'’re at a LEXIS NEXISeser), scroll down to the bottom of the
page and check the box that says “I have read gmed 40 these Terms and Conditions.”

. Then, on the same screen, click “VIEW OPINIONS’

. In the next screen, there are 2 ways to searctefes. Use the lower method called “Get
Opinion by Cite” and enter the citation for the idean you want to retrieve. For example, if
you want to readeach-Courchesne v. City of Diamond B2000) 80 Cal.App#388, then
fill out the three fields:

* In the first box called “Enter Volume” insert “80”

* Inthe pull down menu called “Select Reporter” klan “Cal.App.4th”

* Inthe third box called “Enter Page #” insert “388”

. When theBeach-Courchesngecision comes up, you can either read it onlingoa can
print the case. Because that decision is 11 pages it might be easier to print the opinion.
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Useful Websites

Government Websites

California State Senatewww.sen.ca.gov

California State Assembly.www.assembly.ca.gov

California Courts . www.courtinfo.ca.gov
Access to court decisions.

Department of Transportation. www.dot.ca.gov
Caltrans information on road conditions, trafficogtions, and local roads.

Fair Political Practices Commissionwww.fppc.ca.gov
Political Reform Act forms, filing deadlines, antthies orientation.

Governor’s Office. www.gov.ca.gov

Legislative Analyst’s Office.www.lao.ca.gov
Analyses on the budget, fiscal, and policy legistat

Legislative Counselwww.leginfo.ca.gov
Posts statutes, bills, analyses, votes, histguigsjcations, and CA codes.

Secretary of State www.sos.ca.gov
Elections, voter, campaign, lobby information, Imesis filing, notary, public commissions.

State Controller’s Office. www.sco.ca.gov
Posts local government financial reports, reportorgns, and audit guidelines.

State of California. www.ca.gov
Links to all the state agencies, counties, and<#dind departments.

U.S. House of Representativesyww.house.gov

U.S. Senatewww.senate.gov
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Local Government Websites

California Special Districts Association (CSDA)is the umbrella group for districts.
www.csda.net

California State Association of Counties (CSACprovides county information.
www.csac.counties.org

Institute for Local Government (ILG) produces a variety of materials for local governtae
www.ca-ilg.org

League of California Citiesis the trade association for all 480 municipatitigww.cacities.org

The City Attorney’s Department of theeague of California Citiesoffers a number of helpful
publicationswww.cacities.org/attorneys

Senate Local Government Committe®ffers diverse and eclectic resources.
www.sen.ca.gov/locgov

Land Use Planning Websites

Need information on California’s public water ages@Association of California Water
Agencies (ACWA)is the umbrella groupvww.acwa.com

California Association of LAFCOs (CALAFCO) serves the state’s boundary
commissionswww.calafco.org

You can reach professional planners at@aéfornia Chapter of the American Planning
Association www.calapa.org

Need information orCalifornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) ?
* The statutehttp://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa
* The “CEQA Guidelines” are the regulations thatiiptet the statute.
http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/cega/guidelines

TheCalifornia Environmental Resources Evaluation Systen (CERES) main website.
http://ceres.ca.gov

Where do reporters get their land use informatidm® Foundation for American
Communications www.facsnet.org

The state’d and Use Planning Information Network (LUPIN) is a great starting point and
includes links to local general plans and zonirgjrnceshttp://ceres.ca.gov/planning
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The Governor'©ffice of Planning and Research (OPRadvises local planners.
WWW.0pr.ca.gov

* OPR’s_General Plan Guidelinadvise planners on how to plan.
www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=planning/gpg.html

* OPR compiles the state’s Planning, Zoning, and Deveent Laws
www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=planning/publicationslpubs-P

* OPR’s_California Planner’s Book of Lispsovides lots of information about local
planning.www.opr.ca.gov/index.php?a=planning/publicationslpubs-C

Local Finance Websites

California Taxpayers’ Association conducts research and advocacy on tax and speisgings.
www.caltax.org

Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Associationeads the fight against taxesww.hjta.org

League of California Citiessponsors a local government finance website.
www.californiacityfinance.com

State Board of Equalizationcan answer your state tax questiamsw.boe.ca.gov

Policy Research and Databases

TheCalifornia On-Line Directory “COLD?” lists state employees’ phone numbers.
http://cold.ca.gov

California Research Bureau(part of the State Library) produces reports olif@aia issues.
www.library.ca.gov/crb/CRBSearch.aspx

California Courts’ website provides copies of court decisiomgw.courtinfo.ca.gov/opinions

Researching th€ode of California Regulation® There'’s a search function.
http://ccr.oal.ca.gov

Department of Finance’s Demographic Research Unjosts population and census data.
www.dof.ca.gov/html/Demograp/druhpar.htm

National Conference of State Legislaturesompares California to other statbfp://ncsl.org

Public Policy Institute of California is an independent research center with statistical
information and analytical reportsww.ppic.org
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Reason Public Policy Instituteis another public policy research center.
www.rppi.org/index.html

Senate Office of Researclpart of the California State Senate) producescpakports.
Www.Sen.ca.gov/sor

Thomas(a service of the Library of Congress) posts infation about federal legislation.
http://thomas.loc.gov

Current Awareness

“Rough & Tumble” is Jack Kavanagh's daily digest of news storiesud California politics.
www.rtumble.com

“California Planning & Development Report” is Bill Fulton’s monthly newsletter.
www.cp-dr.com
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